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lorn, Worn or Faded

S0 the cat got to
VOUr couch or mayboe
INe sun to your

sefies

In any event, your fancy leather furniture

15 damaged —scratch that, your expensive
leather furniture 1s muned. What do vou do?

Well, you don’t go buy new.

Matt Schmidt and his eam at Fibrenew
af. Charles can make vour 5600040 sofa
like new again for 8 fracnon of the cost of
replacement and will even @ive vou a one-

year gudraniee on therr workmanship.

Story by Robin Seaton Jefferson Photos by Michael Schiueter

Whether it 13 tom. worn or faded. chewed by
the dog or covered in cat scratches, leather
furmiture can be restored wath the Fibrenew
service. Schmadt sasd blenushes such as
bums, stains and cuts can also be restored 1o

the ornginal condition.

Schmidt said there are several popular
myths about repairing furmiture, The first is
that leather cuts can not be repaired, Others
include using super glue to ix minor tears
in leather; markers to fix discoloration;
hairspray 10 remove stains and olive oil
iy make scuffed leather look new again.
“Never, ever use super glue to fix tears on
your leather upholstery. Super glue 15 not
flexable and therefore 15 not a good solution
o fix torm leather,” he said, "It handens
and causes more damage to i rather than

repair i.” Markers cannot match the exac

appearance of the leather and wall 10 most
cases credte an irregular ook, Hair spray can
acmally cause major discoloration 1o leather
becauwse of 15 ligh levels of alcohol. And
olive oil. and all other oils for that matter,
actually speed up the deterioration process
for leather. Leather 1s porous and it will over

time ahsorb the o1l and lead o discoloration.

Schmicdt, owner of the Fibrenew franchise
for St. Charles. West County and Clayton,
specializes in the repair, restoration and
renewsl of leather, plastics, vinyl, fabric
and upholstery. Fibrenew franchises service
five major markets: antomotive, aviation,
commercial, marne and  residential,

although  Schmudi

commercial and residennal leather repar

focuses manly  on

and restoration.
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Local Business ‘ &

Fibrenew technicians have the eguipment

and expertise to make cracks, stains,

scratches, holes, rips and fades in leather,

plastic, vinyl, fabric and upholstery look
new again. Their taining is updated

annually. Restoration is an environmentally-
friendly and cost-effective alternative 1o
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Schmidit opened his Fibrenew franchise in
April 2010, He said the company has, since
1987, been the industry leader in leather
and vinyl repair products and restoration
lechnigues. In the past 25 years, Fibrenew
has expanded its plobal presence to include
200 locations in the United States, Canada,

Mexico, New Fealand and Australia.

Fibrenew 15 able (o custom blend colors o
match any color on furniure, house suding
moldings as well as

and boal seats and

muny other surfaces. Schmdt's products
and rechmiques can remove food and wine
stains, bums, fps. worn-oul areas, ink or

cravon markings and fading or cracked

material.

Furniture and carpeting in the commercial
market such as in an office, restaurant, bar,
theatre or fitness centercan be very expensive

to replace, Schmdt said. Everyday use can

h-ll:U_-.- wood

de

TIMATIMEXPERIENCE. ,/ EXTRAOR
L '._L-'J‘*-.-'H'I_L'“J"E E1L M5E OF BEA

quickly deteriorate its overall appearance.
Restoration and repair by Fibrenew offers &

nmuch more economical alternative.

Schmuadn

furniture at the same time. For example, he

can make structural repairs W
can refurbish cushions, add new foam and
fix broken springs when he re-dves a couch.
New panels can be sewn in or pieces of

leather replaced when pet damage is present.

Matt and Kathy Schmidt own and operate
Life-

parents

Fibrenew St. Charles together,

long St, Charles residents and
of three children, the two take pride in
providing outstanding customer service and
professional. quahty workmanshp, Marn
said he 15 detul-onented and honest, He
said he takes pnde in heanng his customers

*That's amazing!” when he fimishes a

restoranon project. =5

For more information on Fibrenew

St. Charles, contact Maft and Kathy
Schmidt at 636-209-5550 or at
stcharlfes@fibrenew.com or visft
ntto:Awwws fibrenew. com/st_chares.
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140 North Kingshighway 536-940-2616
v HollywoodBlondeSalon.com

Hair-Nails-Facials-Massage-SprayTanning

DANIEL'S

FARM & GREENHOUSE

With 13 Greenhouses and
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color for your home!
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